Ripples Novel and Self Compare/Contrast Analysis
Objective: In order to show your understanding of the novel and its characters, you will compose a short booklet with 6 chapters.  Three of the chapters will focus on the characters and plot of the nove;, and the other three chapters will focus on your life and how you have had similar experiences.  Your project will illustrate your comprehension of the novel and your ability to compare yourself with the novel's characters and plot lines.
Use "show not tell" techniques, include sensory details and figurative language (similes, metaphors, hyperboles) to write your detailed chapters.
The finished product must be TYPED, revised, edited, neat and CREATIVE!

Pick 3 of the following topics to write a detailed analysis of what happened in the novel and another chapter of how your life compares with the fiction life. 
	Novel


	Your life comparison

	1. How Christian and Brenton met and became friends (What type of friendship do they have? What makes it unique?)

	1. How you and your best friend became friends. (What type of friendship do you have? What makes it unique?)


	2. Duke's or King's dream car (What type of car is it and why is it so special?)


	2. Your dream car and why you love it so much. (What type of car is it and why is it so special? What would owning your dream car symbolize for you?)

	3. Christian's bravery when he jumped over the hole in the lighthouse. (Analyze how Christian showed he was brave and why Brenton would not jump.)

	3. A description of one of your bravest moments. (Describe the brave incident and analyze why it was considered a brave moment)

	4. The importance of sports in Christian’s or Brenton’s life (How have sports influenced their lives and what happened to Brenton because he was not picked to be on the football team?)
	4. The importance of sports in your life. (What sport is important to you and why?  What does excelling in that sport symbolize for you?)

	5. How does Christian or Brenton view dating? (What do their actions show about how they treat the women they date?  Is there competition between the friends when it comes to dating and girls?)                                                                                          
	5. How do you view dating?  (Do you compete with your friends over dates?  Do you respect each other’s girlfriends/boyfriends? What does dating in high school symbolize for you?)

	6. Analyze the setting of Maryland and how it plays into the story’s plot lines. (What significant parts about the east coast make an impact in how this story progresses?)
	6. Analyze the setting of Joliet and Joliet West High School. (How does the Chicago land area impact how different your life may be from Christian or Brenton? Why do you think there is a difference?  Describe the setting where you currently live and analyze how it plays into the person you have become.)

	
	7.


Your final project must include: 
_____ 1. A clean, detailed, and cleverly titled cover with picture or photo
_____ 2. A table of Contents with YOUR OWN chapter titles 
_____ 3. 3 Short Chapters that summarize and analyze the novel's perspective (minimum 100 words each, anything less than a hundred words will be considered incomplete and will not receive a grade) ALL CHAPTERS MUST BE TYPED!
_____ 4. 3 Short Chapters that summarize and compare your life with the lives of the playmates. 

_____ 5. 3 pictures (one for each Chapter): pictures must go along with the topic and theme of the chapter. 
_____ 6. Your Chapters MUST be typed. They will not be accepted if they are not typed.  You need to schedule time to visit the library or writing lab during your advisory and/or before/after school.  See me for passes.

You will be graded on:

1. Whether you have all six elements in your project.

2. Spelling, grammar, punctuation, and sentence errors.

3. Organization, neatness, CREATIVITY.

4. How well you use class time (If I give you time to work on your project that is what I expect you to do! So, you NEED to keep your working project in your binder!)
5. Use of Similes, metaphors, hyperboles and other literary devices.

6. The way you compare your life to the characters' lives.

7. Your attention to details.

Project Rubric:

	Graded Material
	Possible Points
	Comments

	3 Chapters summarizing and analyze the novel's perspective (100 words or more)

	30   25    20   15    10    5   0
	

	3 Chapters summarizing how your life experiences were similar to that of the characters in the novel
	30   25    20   15    10    5   0
	

	3 pictures that relate to your life

	12      8      4     0
	

	Cover Page and Table of Contents

	20     15     10    5     0
	

	Spelling, grammar, punctuation, and sentence errors
	10     8     6     4    2    0
	

	Organization, neatness, CREATIVITY

	10     8     6     4    2    0
	

	Use of Similes, metaphors, hyperboles and other literary devices
	  8     6     4    2    0
	


Total Points _______/120

Final Grade __________

Monday, December 14: PROJECT DUE!!

Turning it in early will add extra credit points to your project!
But, each day that your project is late, you lose 20%.  

You may email the completed project to me at mmaslowski@jths.org
